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Dear Serge,

Dear Inaki,

Serge will recall that in June I advocated the retention of a claim to ‘database rights’
for the WWWVL on the front page of our history library.

Just in case you have forgotten what the page used to look like, I attach a snapshot:

. . . . . . [see over]
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This page is still available in the Google cache, where the the following information is ap-
pended: “G o o g l e’s cache of http://rmweb.indiana.edu/History/VL/index.html as retrieved
on 18 Jun 2005 16:51:13 GMT. G o o g l e’s cache is the snapshot that we took of the page
as we crawled the web.”

The actual coding of the page footer as cached by Google is:

The above (the two words ‘Google cache’) is an active hyperlink to the page in question. I
trust you will both visit that (and the other links in this document) so that there will be no later
argument about what has been stated on the IUE.it server, or about what is stated here in
this letter.

Serge, I recall, thought the database rights issue was not a ‘big thing’ and the matter
was left to pass.

The VL history pages, did though continue to clearly state the owner of their copy-
right.

For example the October 3rd update showed the following text:
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http://64.233.183.104/search?q=cache:uCWGsNi6tQoJ:rmweb.indiana.edu/History/VL/index.html+site:rmweb.indiana.edu/History/VL/+history&hl=en


If you need to view this, a copy is still available at the Indiana mirror site.

So we were somewhat surprised to see that you had removed the statement of
ownership

See for example the current site.

Obviously removing the statement does not remove the ownership! It is though likely
to confuse users.
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You will, I am sure, be aware that Google caches the contents of pages and not their
associated images. So the above snapshots whilst accurate as to the text of the pages may
not be accurate as to any images displayed with the text. (Likewise the Indiana mirror has
an absolute link back to the logo at IUE and does not mirror that image.)

Indeed as you must be aware you have also changed the logo that you display on
the site.

You obviously know that even the old logo that our history library is currently display-
ing is copyright as on vlib.iue.it/history/eui-euro-history-intro.html you state:

and you only updated that page recently:

Your statement of copyright ownership is false1, as I pointed in correspondence
earlier this year about the false and misleading statements that were eventually to appear
on the vlib.us site. A correspondence Serge played an active role in and from which I hope
you had the chance to be informed of the true situation from my contributions. (At the risk
of stating the obvious: The Association’s logo (in all its various forms) is the property of our
association, The World Wide Web Virtual Library.)

If either of you really has grounds to doubt the word of the Association’s Secretary
and former Treasurer about the Association’s ownership of its own logo I feel you both should
address these matters in a proper way and not make some “unilateral, . . . and autonomous

1as, incidentally, are many other statements on that page
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decision” (to quote Serge’s own words) about the subject.

Also after Serge’s pooh-poohing the need to assert database rights, I was rather
surprised that Serge has attempted to assert these on his ‘own’ page at vlib.iue.it/hist-
italy/Index.html, in the following terms:

c©Legal protection of databases: the WWW Virtual Library and the WWW VL Ital-
ian History Index asserts its rights to database rights in addition to its rights un-
der copyright, trademark, and other legislations. The European Union, Directive
96/9/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 March 1996 on the
legal protection of databases provides protection for the intellectual creation that
is a database, plus protection for the "sweat of the brow" effort of making such
databases (that is also for the non-intellectual effort).

I suppose I should be flattered that the first four words are a hyperlink back to text that I
wrote and that is then quoted by Serge.

The hour (and minute) that the logo was changed (on October 26th) is duly recorded
on the IUE server:

The logo you currently display is:
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whilst the correct one is that at the top of the first page of this letter.

If there are good reasons for what you have, jointly or severally, done could you each
communicate those immediately , if there are not and this is all some unfortunate collusion
of errors can you each please ensure matters return to the previous situation forthwith .

Yours sincerely,

Michael Chapman
Secretary
The WWW Virtual Library

The hyperlinks in the electronic version of this document are active. But just for the record (and to enable you to check that
you have visited them all to confirm what is stated and illustrated here), they are:
http://64.233.183.104/search?q=cache:uCWGsNi6tQoJ:rmweb.indiana.edu/

History/VL/index.html+site:rmweb.indiana.edu/History/VL/+history&hl=en
http://rmweb.indiana.edu/History/VL/index.html
http://vlib.iue.it/history/index.html
http://vlib.iue.it/history/eui-euro-history-intro.html
http://vlib.iue.it/hist-italy/Index.html
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