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OF THE TURKISH MOXNARCHY. 5

to any advancement of prosperity or general civilization.* In and
about the great cities of the empire, where the Pasha, "‘nlnlnssl]
and other u{ﬂcers of high situation reside, and to which man ufacturers
or méerchants are attracted, some degree of industry and cultivation
may be observed. But as we proceed through the more distant parts
of many of the provinces, we find little appearance of wealth or
comfort. This inequality of property is a consequence of the in-
security of the possessions of those, who are in inferior situations in
life. If we except some families of feudal rank, the most opulent
people in every province are the officers of government, those who
hold situations under the Porte, or Pasha of the district.  All of
a class below them, are checked and impeded in their exertions to
raise themselves, If their occupations are agricultural, they do not
possess that interest in the land which would encourage them to in-
dustrious exertion, in encreasing the quantity or improving the quality
of the productions of it. Their territorial assessment is nominally
fixed ; but they are exposed to heavy and fluctuating exactions,  If
their means of subsistence are derived {rom commercial sources-- an
meautious display of wealth would subject them to extortion and
plunder.  Under such a system of mischievous policy, it is not
surprising that various modes of concealing property are practised.
In the large towns it is not necessarily so much exposed to the eye
of the government, as that wealth, which is derived immediately
from the produce of the land.

Such is the favourable sitnation of some of the provinces of

* = Above all things, good policy is 1o be used, that the treasure and monics of a
state be not gathered into few hands.  For otherwise, a stote may have a great stock
and yet starve; and money is, like muck, not good, except it be spreal.”  Bacon.
Essay, 39.

+ “ The Christians of Aleppo,” =ays Russell, (in o remark, which admits of gencral
applieation to the Christinn subjects of the Turks,) “ find it iml:lult to avoid the esten-
tation of wealth, from fear of attrae tingg the attention of their rapacious governors.  They
are under the necessity of l::mrllnhulmrrlmm.lv, to the support of the poor of their respective

pations, as likewize 1o the payment ni Avanias, or unjust exactions demanded from
them.” ii. 46,
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6 CAUSES OF THE WEAKNESS AND DECLINE

Turkey, with respect to the great markets of Germany and Italy,
that the merchants of this empire are enabled even in times of war,
when the communication by sea is interrupted, to maintain an active
commercial intercourse by land. The territorial wealth of this
eountry is so great, the climate so various, that few parts of the
world would enter into competition with European and Asiatic
Turkey, if.a better direction and a greater encouragement were
given to the industry of the inhabitants. The activity of the Greek
and Armenian merchants would extend the internal trade, and open
new squrces of prosperity. But the spirit of enterprise and com-
mercial speculation, is checked by the insecurity of property, and by
the defects and abuses of the administration of the affairs of the pro-
vinces. It is only in those where the Pasha exerts himself to main-
tain order and tranquillity, and where he feels himself secure for a
time from the intrigues of the Porte, that the interests of trade or
agriculture are regarded. The want of punctuality in the fulfil-
ment of pecuniary engagements, and the difficulty of recovering
debts occasion the rate of interest for money to be very high. In
Constantinople, and Smyrna, it amounts to twelve per cent.; in
many parts of the empire to twenty per cenl. per annum. As a great
portion of the commerce of the country consists in the exportation
of unwrought articles, there is little encouragement given to those
various occupations which in Europe excite the industry and in-
genuity of the artist and mechanic. Of the sums collected by the
Pashas and other powerful individuals, some part is hoarded or con-
cealed, and thus withdrawn from general circulation; some is
annually sent out of the provinces to the great officers of the Porte.

5. The transportation of goods through different districts of the
empire is slow, and often obstructed by the intestine troubles of the
provinces; frequent interruptions arise in parts of Syria, and the
northern and eastern extremities of Asia Minor. The independent
Sheiks of the tribes who frequent one of the routes from Basra to
Aleppo, all maintain equal pretensions t0 demand fiom ‘the mer-
chant, as the price of his safety, some portion of his goods. The
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OF THE TURKISH MONARCHY. ' i

caravans are obliged frequently to accept the escort which some
neighbouring Sheik or Pasha nfﬁ?rs. to them, and the expences of the
merchants are multiplied by the delays and obstructions which their
protectors purposely occasion. (Niebuhr, i. 339.) According to the
measure of their strength and foree, the Arabs and other tribes
resist or obey the authority of the Turks. By extraordinary energy
and vigour, a Pasha may sometimes be enabled to repress the en-
croachments of the Arabs, and confine them within certain limits;
he prevents them, until they have paid the tribute which is due,
from entering the great cities for the purposes of trafhe or ex-
changing different commodities; but the expences of raising levies
and troops, active and numerous enough to watch their conduct,
and threaten them with punishment are so great, that the JOVETTIOTS,
who consider their residence in the provinces as uncertain, are
seldom disposed to maintain an army which can inspire the Arabs
with fear and respect. The inhabitants of the villages, in the mean-
time, are left to a vicissitude of insult and oppression ; they are kept
in constant alarm by the incursion of these wandering tribes, and
when the Pasha takes the field, they suffer not less injury from the
vexatious insolence and disorder of the Turkish soldiers.

The internal trade of the Asiatic part of the empire has been di-
minished by another cause; the caravans of pHerims or merchants,
who assemble annually at the temple of Mecea, and on their return
through the provineces of Asia and Syria. dispose of their various
commodities and productions, are now less numerous than in former
times, This is to be attributed partly to a declining zeal for Maho-
metanism, and partly to the fear of being plundered in those routes,
which have lately been frequented by the Wahabee.

The decrease of the commerce® of this part of the empire is

T . ¥ i
: .FL 1= a prool of the great Evropean commerce earried on at Aleppo sbout the
beginning of the 17th centary, that the hire only of camels to fetch and carry goods to

and frunf E-n:'nmiurunn, the port of Aleppo, amounted at least 1o 8000 sequins o year.”
See P. Texcira, quoted by Dtussell, ii. 4.



8 CAUSES OF THE WEAKNESS AND DECLINE

proved by the decline of the mercantile establishments once main-
tained in some of the large cities. * It is worthy of remark,” says a
late traveller, who directed his attention particularly to subjects of a
commercial nature, ¢ that at a period not far distant, the Turks had
many articles of exportation, of which they have now scarcely a
sufficiency to supply their own wants. Silk, for instance, was once

exported in considerable quantities; at present, hardly enough is to

be found for the manufactures of the country, and that is at six
times more than its former price. Every article of exportation has
fallen off; the few which remain, are raised to such prices as to
render exporting them a certain loss. This proceeds in a great
measure from the extortion of the Agas, or governors of the provinces,
and from the export goods being farmed by the rich destroyers of
the state, who of course pay a small price, and prohibit the sale to
any one else. Silk is at preSent farmed by the Reis Effendi,- or
minister for foreign affairs.”

6. In countries, where the springs of mdustry and exertion are
unbroken, the evils occasioned by plague, war, and famine are soon
removed ; but in Turkey the calamities they inflict are slowly re-
paired. The neglect of agriculture is one among other causes, which
check the population of the country ; nor is it difficult to assign the
reason of the small esteem in which it is held in many parts. It is
not anly without any direct encouragement, but it has not that in-
direct assistance which an extended commerce always affords. The
various tribes that wander over the deserted. plains of Asia Minor
and Syria, sometimes broken into small parties, at other times united
in formidable numbers, remove according to the season of the year
to districts where more extended pastures, or other advantages tempt
them to a temporary settlement. The habits of life of all ‘these hordes
are unfavourable to a proper cultivation of the land. In addition to
the Kurds and Bedoween Arabs, we may mention the Turkmans,
the peculiar descendants of the Nomad Scythians, who are frequent-
ly met by travellers in Syria; we have observed their flocks,
herds, and reeded tents on the western coast of Asia Minor. The

ki
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(F THE TURKISH MONARCHY. e

Rusliwans are a tribe of wandering Kurds who inhabit the ancient
Cappadocia, and in parts of the year establish themselves in the
vicinity of Damascus and Aleppo. The Begdelees, a tribe of Turk-
mans, are described by Pococke as consisting of bodies of one thou-
sand persons, and raising contributions on different villages. These
wandering tribes increase in numbers, in consequence of the un-
quiet - state of the country, and want of protection; peasants,
Christians as well as Mahometans, being driven from the cultivation
of their lands.

In policy, as in architecture, the ruin is greatest when it begins
with the foundation. Under that very imperfect establishment of
order and law, which prevails in some part of the European, as well
as Asiatic provinces of the empire, the peasants are so depressed
and interrupted in the exercise of their occupations, that the
country is almost desclate. Five hundred villages are not found
in the district of Mesopotamia belonging to Mardin, which once
possessed sixteen hundred.* Cyprus before the conquest of the
Turks contained 14,000 villages ; in two insurrections great numbers
of the inhabitants were slain; a dreadful mortality was occasioned
by the plague in 1624, and in less than fifty years from that time,
seven hundred villages only could be found.t Three hundred were
once comprehended in a part of the Pashalik of Aleppo, now con-
taining less than one-third of that number.f Many towns are men-
tioned in the history of the Caliphs, which no longer exist; the
site of others may be traced on the route from Bagdad to Mosul.
In consequence of the decrease of agriculture and manufacturing in-
dustry, the sums formerly paid to the government by some of its
officers of revenue are diminished ; 50,000l was the amount§ of

* Niebuhr, ii. 320.

t Rycaut.  State of the Greek church, p. 91.
1 Russell, i. 339,

§ Payments of money in the Turkish empire are made in purses; each purse containing

200 piastres.  We find the payments made to the exchequer in the Greek empire were
called ¢ folles.” Clarke on Coins, 351.

C
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the agreement made by the Mohassil of Aleppo in I Arvieux time
with the Grand Seignior’s treasury; the contract in 1769 was fixed
at a much lower rate. The reservoirs and canals by which the
fertility of Palestine, Syria, and Egypt, and Babylonia, under the
time of the Saracens, and Mamaluke Soldans, was augmented
and improved, have been neglected. The land throughout the em-
pire is charged with a rent paid either to the Sultan himself,
to the governors of provinces, or to those who farm the territorial
impost, and other taxes: the amount of that levied on the Mussul-
man is a seventh or tenth of the produce; the Greeks on the con-
tinent and Islanders pay a fifth. But this tribute is not collected
by any fixed regulations; and the inequality of exactions, and the
want of just and proportioned impositions are the great political im-
pediments to all improvements in Turkey. Great avanias are levied
occasionally on the villages of Asia Minor and Syria, and as the
land owners or renters defray that part of the assessment laid on
the peasants and labourers, who cannot themselves pay it, from the
small portion of the fruits of the earth which they receive, a heavy
debt is always due from the latter to the former. In some parts, the
Agas from improvident and extravagant habits of life have been
anable to pay the Miri¥, or territorial tax, and have been obliged
to quit the lands which they had hired. A long interval of time
elapses before they are again occupied, and the peasants arc forced
to seek in the larger towns the means of support. The great cities
are filled in this manner, because they afford a certain supply of pro-
visions, as the governors are unwilling to expose themselves to those
tumults which would arise in cases of famine, or dearness of corn,
In the meantime large tracts of country are deserted. A melan-
choly illustration of the depopulated state of them is afforded by
the view of those extensive cemeteries so frequently passed by the
traveller in his route. Scarcely any vestiges of the villages which

* Russcll, 1. 339, and 342,
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once flourished near them are now seen. The incursions of robbers,
the calamities of war and pestilence, have conipelled the inhabitants
to remove to other districts.* The countries between the Tigris
and Euplirates, once distinguished for their populousness, are con-
signed to ruin and neglect ; and the inhabitants retire to villages on
the banks of the rivers, where they are less harassed by the preda-
tory attacks of the Arabs.

From the present rude and uncultivated condition of some of the
provinces, we might be led to suppose that they were either barren,
or incapable of affording any great produce. But nothing is wanted,
except a greater number of inhabitants to draw forth by their skill and
industry the productions of the soil. ¢« If Natolia,” says Hasselquist,
“ was well peopled, active husbandmen would certainly make the
hills turn to some account; here might be planted good vineyards
of the fine vines that grow around Smyrna; here numbers of sheep
might feed on places that agree well with them, where the sheep’s
fescue grass (festuca ovina) grows sufficiently. Goats might feed
here to a much greater number than are now found, there being
plenty of food for them; and if all other places, which here lie un-
cultivated, were turned into corn land, a careful husbandman might
raise the finest crops on these hills.” p. 35. From the testimonies of
sacred Scripture and the writings of antiquity, we learn that great
multitudes were provided with subsistence in places which now sup-
port a very small population. Two millions and a half of persons
followed the Jewish legislator into Palestine.t The enumeration

* ¢ As long as insulation exposes men to personal danger, we can hope for the esta-
blishment of no equilibrium between the population of towns and that of the country.”
Humboldt, ii. 318.

t Michaelis on the Laws of Moses, vol. i. p. 99. Smith’s translation. ¢ The men
‘““able to bear arms somewhat exceeded 600,000, and including the Levites amounted to
* nearly 620,000. If, according to the usnal principle of calculation, we admit the whole
* people, women and children included, to have been four times as many, we shall then
* have nearly 2,500,000 souls for the amount of the population.” Michaelis proceeds to

shew, that within the limits of Palestine hereditary possessions and support were found
for these very great numbers,

c 2
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12 CAUSES OF THE WEAKNEES AND DECLINE

of the people of Israel in the time of David, if we take the
lowest caleulation, amounts, including women and children, to five
millions; but that census embraces an extensive district. The
remarks of Josephus and Tacitus respecting the fertility of parts of
this country are confirmed by the observations of a native who
examined it in the 13th century®, and by the accounts of more
recent travellers. The wealth and populousness of Syria, as well as
of Asia seem to have been considerable under the Christian eMperors
of Constantinople, if we may judge from the number of archbishoprics,
bishaprics, convents, and churches which they contained. The reli-
gious faith of the actual possessors of Palestine has caused an alteration
in one branch of rural industry; the prohibition of wine, which has
now prevailed for ten centuries, has' been sufficient to make a great
difference between the former and present state of a country admira-
bly adapted by nature to the growth of the grape. If we turn to
Greece, we find only 20,000 persons in Attica f, and the population
of the Peloponnesus does net exceed 350,000. The inhabitants of
Egypt are calculated to amount to two millions and a half, a small
number when we consider the resources of that country.§ The for-
mer civilization of many of the provinces of the empire is also proved
by the temples, theatres, and public works which strike the attention
of the traveller. A small part only of those numerous edifices can
now be discovered in their remains, Whole towns in Asia and

* Abulfeda.  © The country about Jerusalem,” he eays, < is one of the most fruitful
¢ in Palestine.” Strabo (16.)informs us, * that it was unfruitful.” Vet these two writers
are easily reconciled.  The latter alludes to the soil not being productive of grain; the
former to its great produce in wine and oil. % An acre planted with vines or olives, how-
ever arid or rocky the soil may be; will very easily be made worth ten times as much gs
an aere of the richest corn land."  Michaelis, iii. 138.

+ D'npres les evaluations les plus justes.  Beaujour, 1.

T This i= Mr., Browne's statement. Volney assign: 2,300,000, and some of the
members of the French Institute give the same number: but there is a difference in the
quantity of cultivated land; the latter mention 1800 square leagues; in Volney we find
2100,

TR 5
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OF THE TURKISH MONARCHY. 13

Greece have been frequently destroyed by earthquakes.*  Athens
and other cities on the coasts of Natolia and Greece supplied Con-
stantine, and succeeding Emperors, with materials to enrich and adorn
the capital.

7. ¢ 1t is a consequence of the depnpulated and neglectcd state of
w Greece, Asia, and Syria, that there is no considerable district
« which is not exposed in some degree to the effects of a bad and
“ corrupted atmosphere.  The putrid miasma, arising in the sammer
“ and autumn from bogs and marshes and irrigated grounds, is
“ attended in the north of Euwrope with simple agues or intermittent
“ fevers ; but the Mal-aria is the scourge of the south of Europe;
“ there the intermittents are of the worst description, and so violent
“ and obstinate, mixed perhaps with typhus fevers, as to be fre-
“ quently mortal. The spots in Greece where the mal-aria is most
“ noxious are salt-works and rice grounds; and we meet with a
“ striking example of the influence of the former at Milo, where

[

since the beginning of the last century, when the island was
o visited by Tournelort, four-fifths of the population have been lost
“in consequence of the estahlishment of @ small salt-work. Patree,
“ a place celebrated in the time of Cicero for the salubrity of the air,
* has become unhealthy, because the plain around it is subject to
“ irrigation. In Attica, a country once distinguished for the purity
“ of 1ts airt and climate, the effects of the disorder are felt at Ma-
* rathon; and the streams of the Cephissus, which are wholly con-
sumed in irrigation, diffuse it through the plain of Athens.”
(Mr. Hawkins.) In the most flourishing periods of ancient Greece,

we find the people of particular districts suffering from fevers §, and

* Quoties Asim, guotics Achaim urbes uno tremore ceciderunt ! Quot oppida in Mace-
donii devorata sunt | Son, Epis. xci.

+ See the passages of Euripides and Avistides quoted by Casanb. in Athen. p. 405,

1 % The people of Onchestus in Bewotia,” says Dicmarchus, # though placed on &
“ high spot were subject to fevers:” the miasmo arising from the marshy plains on the
bfmrders of the Copais may have affected, Mr. Hawkins supposes, the health of the inha-
bitants. The site of Sparta was insalubrious, partly from the swamps in the vicinity







